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Hey readers. This is the section where you can check to see how far we’ve come towards 

our goal of reducing greenhouse gas emissions in 
Memphis by 10 million pounds by 2010. Find ways to join the challenge on page 4! You 

can also go to www.bridgesusa.org  for more information. 

Amount to date: 1,554,029 pounds ! Keep the commit-
ments coming. 

Mollie Campbell , Director, 
O2E, engages students dur-
ing round one of the O2E 
Pilot Program (sponsored by 
TVA). These students partici-
pate in a two week in-class 
curriculum before taking a 
fieldtrip to the BRIDGES Cen-
ter to learn about sustainabil-
ity. Round two will begin in 
early May. 

Check page 3 for more pic-
tures of the event! 
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April 21, we held the O2E Com-
munity Launch at the BRIDGES 
Center.  Several community 
leaders came to the 1st green 
commercial building in Memphis 
to experience, first-hand, our 
community’s newest, interactive 
‘green’ experience.  Now that 
the program is in full swing, 
people and community groups 
are signing up left and right.   

It’s time to sign up your 
group for this great, ‘green’ 
experience at 
www.bridgesusa.org!  
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March 28, 2009 marked 
the third annual Earth 
Hour, an event sponsored 
by the World Wildlife 
Foundation (WWF) to 
raise awareness of climate 
change and call attention 
to the state of the environ-
ment. Businesses and in-
dividuals alike participated 

in the event world wide in a total of 4,000 
cities in 88 countries and spanning 25 time 
zones. 

A simple Google search with the key words 
“earth hour” will bring up articles, websites, 
and images of the event. For more informa-
tion you can also visit the official site of the 
event, http://www.earthhour.org/home/. 
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The idea behind GPS is simple: harness the natural power of the wind, the sun, and the earth to create an energy 
source that's usable in our everyday lives. TVA and local public power companies, working in cooperation with the 
environmental community, developed the program as a way to bring green power — electricity that’s generated by 
renewable resources such as solar, wind, and methane gas — to Valley consumers. Buying one block adds $4 to 
your monthly power bill and provides about 12% of your monthly energy needs. Adding $8 to your monthly power bill 
buys enough GPS energy to equal the environmental benefits of planting an acre of trees in the Tennessee Valley! 
Talk to your family about investing in GPS as a way to live more sustainably. For more information, visit http://
www.tva.gov/greenpowerswitch/.  When you join the GPS, don’t forget to add that to the O2E Challenge! 

The O2E Pilot Program is funded by the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA). TVA provides power to homeowners in seven different 
states. They are committed to providing energy while being environmentally and economically responsible.  

One program TVA has developed to uphold these responsibilities is the Green Power Switch (GPS) which is a highlighted ‘green ac-
tion’ in BRIDGES’ O2E Challenge!. 

GPS was developed and implemented by Gary Harris, the General Manager for Cus-
tomer Service for TVA’s Western Region District in Memphis. Harris has had six dif-
ferent assignments in ten years with the nation’s largest public utility, in regional ac-
counts, marketing, energy services, corporate education, procurement and strategic 
planning. He has successfully paired his math and science knowledge with his pas-
sion for building and developing, and has become an inspirational force in managing 
energy efficiently and educating others to do the same. http://www.eller.arizona.edu/
alumni/profile/2004/gharris.aspx 
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Stamp Out Parkinson Disease 5K Run/Walk  
Saturday, May 2 at 1pm 
Registration: $25. To register, contact Gina Cici at 
(901) 262-3268 or pgcici@bellsouth.net. 
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Stay in the know about O2E events, community tours, and hap-
penings by joining the O2E Facebook group. You’ll also be able 
to view pictures from O2E events, read about the program, and 
learn about other green initiatives and activities in Memphis. Visit 
facebook.com and type “Ordinary to Extraordinary: Learning and 
Leading Green” into the search bar and join the group! 

Also, visit the newly renovated BRIDGES website at  
www.bridgesusa.org for the latest O2E updates. 



�
�	��
��������
��
�	��
������
�	�����������	���!
� ��������������;�

Students from Sherwood, Bellevue, Humes, and Chickasaw middle schools participated in round one of 
the O2E Pilot Program, sponsored by TVA. Check out these pictures from their fieldtrip to the BRIDGES 

Center!  For more pictures of O2E events, visit www.bridgesusa.org ! 
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Mission:  Ordinary to Extraordinary: Learning & Leading Green (O2E) provides expe-
riential education and training for a diverse group of youth and adults to become 
leaders for environmental sustainability. 

Description of O2E-Student Experience:     

�� Correlated with Tennessee educational standards for 7th grade students and based on a 
service-learning pedagogy, O2E is designed to combine academic achievement with lead-
ership for social change.   

�� The hands-on, in-school curriculum is strongly complemented with an (optional) experien-
tial fieldtrip to the BRIDGES Center for a first-hand investigation of green building design, 
sustainability principles and leadership for sustainability. 

�� Students engage in an interactive green building tour, practice sustainability with a variety 
of experiments and activities and build on their leadership skills via “green” challenges.   

�� Students are then paired together with diverse students from another school, and work 
together, applying newly gained knowledge and skills, to build their model sustainable 
school. 

�� The learning and leading continues long after their O2E experience is over, as students 
are called to join a community-wide movement to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in 
Memphis by 10 million pounds annually by their simple, daily acts of leadership for sus-
tainability! 

Description of O2E-Community Experience:  
Same as above minus the in-school curriculum piece 
Includes the interactive learning and skill-building experience at the BRIDGES Center and the 

community O2E continuing challenge. 

,�
���
��	�$�
���	���#��#3�����
����
������������� �������
��
�������������

�����������
������������
�����������������������������

����� !�"�
�

��������������������
�#������$�� !�"�

�
��#�� !���#������$�������
�

�� %���!&�

�� '����!(�
�

 !��)�����������������
�

�� '����!*�
�

+�����������������
��������
����
�����������������$��,

��$��%������-�.�
��������
..$�.�
���/
������������� �

���!01,*2&*3�



�
�	��
��������
��
�	��
������
�	�����������	���!
� ��������� �����=�

>�������$	�������
��
���
���3����

���
?�
 

Ordinary to Extraordinary: 
Learning and Leading Green 

(O2E) 
 

Mollie Campbell 
Director, O2E 

 

Phone: 901.260.3783 
Fax: 901.320.1004 

E-mail: 
mmcampbell@bridgesusa.org 

O2E@bridgesusa.org 
 

BRIDGES USA, Inc. 
477 N. Fifth Street  

Memphis, TN 38105 

Cut out the O2E Challenge below and put it on your fridge! This will 
remind you and your family to always think green. 
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Turning the water off when you brush your teeth saves 
2600 gallons of water and reduces greenhouse gas emis-
sions by 5850 pounds a year. 
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An average size tree sequesters 26 pounds of carbon a 
year. 
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One compact fluorescent lamp (CFL) can reduce green-
house gas emissions by 500 pounds a year. 
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Spend $1 weekly on local food and reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2800 pounds a year and support local grow-
ers! 
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Doing this every 3 months can reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions by 350 a year and it’s better for your health. 
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Turning off one household light reduces 311 pounds of 
greenhouse gas emissions a year. 
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Recycling all your plastic bottles can reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions by 16.7 pounds a year. 
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Save 2190 gallons of water and reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions by 4700 pounds a year by shortening your 
shower. 
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Subscribing to one TVA green power block for one year can 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 3000 pounds a year. 
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Reducing you water heater temperature by only 20 degrees 
can reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 1000 pounds a 
year. 
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